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Church Planting and Multiplication in the Bible
Contact: gene.wilson@efca.org

Part One: Preview Discussion
In this session we do discovery learning.  We will look together in the New Testament to find out the Biblical passages that motivate for church planting and guide its practice. 

Session Preview:  Discuss for ten minutes in groups the reasons why we should plant new churches. Then share in the plenary your findings. 

In groups read the following Bible passages, and describe what they teach us about church planting (20-30 minutes):
· Acts 2:41, 47b
· Matthew 16:18

· 1 Cor. 3:5-15

· Romans 15:17-22

Share your findings in the plenary session.

Part Two: Church Planting Principles in the Scriptures – Key Questions 

Those who engage in church planting need to know the Biblical reasons why because they will face critics, spiritual opposition and will themselves get discouraged at times. Church planting is a difficult task. If there were a simpler way to fulfill the Great Commission and God’s purposes, we might be justified in taking an easier path. However, by studying the Scriptures and finding BIBLICAL answers to the questions, we believe any obedient disciple of Christ will want to be involved in a church fellowship, helping one grow and reproduce. 
This is designed to be an inductive study, meaning that through careful study of biblical passages you will find principles that apply to church planting. The questions serve to help you identify key ideas and reflect on them and their application to church planting.
Please answer the following questions in writing after reading the Biblical passage. We will consider biblical principles under three categories:

1. Gospel Foundations

2. Early Church Realizations

3. Pauline Reflections
Before beginning: What questions do you have about the task of church planting or the reasons for it?
1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

Gospel Foundations
Many start their study of church planting with the Book of Acts. However that is a mistake. The Gospels provide helpful foundations to understand God’s pattern for church planting. Jesus established a pattern of discipleship including building a community of followers and an itinerant band witnesses. He sent them out two by two with instructions. He told them to look for a certain type of person and to move on when they encountered certain attitudes. If Jesus had not modeled the type of ministry that he expected of his apostles, how would they know how to “make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:18) as the commanded? Study the foundations that Jesus gave in the gospels.
Question 1 – What does Jesus say about the task of church planting in Matthew 18:16?

·   What is Jesus’ role in church planting?

·   What promise does He make?

·   What should church planters expect when they take the offensive against the kingdom of the evil one?

Consider this quote:

In the process Christ inaugurated a new age for God’s rule over His people.  The Lord brought a new people into being who would demonstrate His righteous and just rule, modeling on earth what God does in heaven (Matt. 5–7).  His kingdom was to be a present reality, already having been initiated in this age, but not fully here until He returns…  His citizens were to live under a ‘kingly rule’ with an understanding of community (Matt. 8:8–11).  In the fellowship of true community they had all things in common, their faith as well as their means… His kingdom would exercise influence through its citizens upon lives and structure.  His kingdom possessed men.  It came upon them and delivered them from alien powers (Matt. 12:28; Luke 11:20) resulting in a different perspective on life. (Philip Steyne 1992, In Step with the God of Nations.  Houston, TX:  Touch Publications, 244-245)
Do you agree with Philip Steyne’s description of God’s work? What role do church planters play in it? 

Question 2 – How did Jesus prepare his followers to share the gospel and build his kingdom and his church? 

·   Read Matthew 13:1-9. How does this parable apply to church planting? What resources did they have to do it?

The seed – What do each of these parables tell us about the power of the gospel?

·   Mark 4: 30-32
·   Mark 4:26-29

·   Matthew 13:18-23

The sower – In these passages who are the sowers? What qualities and attitudes should they have to accomplish their mission? 
·    Mark 4:26-28

·    Ecclesiastes 11:4-6
The Spirit - What can church planters count on from God according to the verses below?

·   Matthew 28:18-20

·   Luke 24:48, Acts 1:8

Consider this quote:

The four essentials for all church planters are: Spirit, Seed, Sower, and Soil.  Without any of these, New Testament church planting is impossible…  The common access to the essentials makes church planting a possibility for more people than generally thought. Churches can be planted without big finances or elegant buildings.  Churches can be planted by ordinary people who are filled with a vision and the Holy Spirit. The secret is no longer bound to a religious title or degree. The necessary resources are available to multitudes. (Brock, Charles. 1994, Indigenous Church Planting. A Practical Journey. Neosho, MO: Church Growth International, p. 30)
Please respond to Charles Brock’s opinion about whom God uses. What other applications do you find from Jesus’ teaching on the sower and the seed?
Question 3 – What other similarities do you see between the work of the disciples in Jesus’ day and the work of church planters? 
While we don’t suggest that church planters have the same ministry and authority as the twelve apostles, there are similarities in their mission. Find the common elements in the verses below.
·   Why do they become involved in preaching the gospel? Matthew 4:18-22

·   How do they respond to the harvest?- Matthew 9:37-38, John 4:35-38
·   What are they sent to do? - Matthew 10:5-10, Matthew 28:18
·   Who should they look for? Matthew 10: 11-15 

·   What should they expect? Matthew 10:16-20
Question 4 – Can the Great Commission be accomplished without church planting?
·   Read Matt 28:18-20 - What is the primary command in verse 18?

·   What are the means of fulfilling that command in verses 19-20?

·   What shows that Jesus thought of disciples gathered in communities rather than isolated from each other?

While it would be possible to obey the Great Commission without church buildings and church institutions, in your opinion, would it be possible to obey it without forming spiritual families of disciples? 
Please write what the relationship of church planting is to the Great Commission and support it biblically.
Early Church Realizations

In the Book of Acts we have the record of how the Holy Spirit worked through the apostles and the church to fulfill the great commandment (love one another), the great commission (make disciples) and the great calling (glorify and worship God). Church planting does not stand alone. The starting of new communities of disciples was a central means the early church used to fulfill their Lord’s will.  It is part of God’s plan of redemption of calling a people of all nations unto himself.
___________________________________________________________________
Question 1: In the following verses are new disciples left alone to follow Jesus or are they gathered in new spiritual families? 

· Jerusalem - Acts 2:42–27 

· Samaria- Acts 8:4-8 see also Acts 9:31

· Ethiopian -Acts 8:26-39

· Galatia - Acts 14:21-25 

· Athens - Acts 17:34

· Corinth - Acts 18:7–8 

· Ephesus- Acts 19:8-10, 20:20

Do we see a pattern of forming new spiritual families or congregations in the following places?  
What was the most common pattern? 
Were there any exceptions? Why do you think these exceptions occurred?

___________________________________________________________________

Question 2 – What is church planting according to the pattern found in Acts and in Paul’s ministry?

In some places pastors gather people who are already Christians to form a church; is that biblical church planting? Consider the verses already studied for your answer. 
·   In Acts 2:41 there are three actions that are key elements in starting a new church. Use other words to describe each of these key elements:
· Accepted the message –

· Were baptized –

· Were added to their number -

·   Read Acts 14:23-26. Here we see three important stages in the church plant:

· What happens in the first stage (pioneer or launch stage)?

Verse 21:_____________________________________________________

· What is the priority in the second stage (establishing stage)?

Verse 22:____________________________________________________

· What happens in the third stage (structuring stage)?

Verse 23:____________________________________________________

· What key word indicates that Paul and Barnabas considered the church planted after the elders were chosen and commissioned?

Verse 26:____________________________________________________

· According to Scripture then at what point can church planters say the church is planted?

Consider this definition of church planting (from Ott and Wilson 2011): Church planting is that ministry which through evangelism and discipleship establishes reproducing kingdom communities of believers in Jesus Christ who are committed to fulfilling biblical purposes under local spiritual leaders.  
Write your own definition of church planting based on the Scriptures.
Question 3: Was church planting the work of the apostles only or did others participate in the work of establishing new churches? 
Were most of the New Testament churches below planted by an evangelist or apostle working alone? Or were they planted by a group of workers in a team? Read several of these passages: Acts 13:1–4; 15:36–41; 17:14–15; 18:1–5; 18:18–20; 19:21–22; 20:4–6
From the verses above, name some people involved in church planting who were not among the apostles (the twelve and Paul):

The apostle Paul had special training as a rabbi (Philippians 3:4-6) what type of training did the others receive? 

· Peter and John - Acts 4:13

· Apollos - Acts 18:24-26
· Timothy and others – 2 Timothy 2:2  
What do you think of the following statement? 
There are no passengers in Church Planting Movements; everyone is crew and expected to work. (David Garrison. 2004 Church Planting Movements, p. 86).
Question 4 – Did the New Testament church planters concern themselves only with the spiritual salvation and growth of people or did they also minister to physical and social needs?
What needs were addressed along with the spiritual needs of salvation and in the following ministry situations?
· Philip in Samaria Acts 8:4-8

· Peter in Judea Acts 9:32-43
· Paul in the shipwreck Acts 27:23-28
Why do you think the evangelists ministered to the needs of the whole person?

What was the result of loving people in deed as well as word?

What would be some dangers for church planters to get involved in physical, social and psychological needs? 

The Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization gave this report concluding that social action is a consequence of, a bridge to, and a partner of evangelism.  What do you think about the Lausanne statement below?
. . . evangelism, even when it does not have a primarily social intention, nevertheless has a social dimension, while social responsibility, even when it does not have a primarily evangelistic intention, nevertheless has an evangelistic dimension. Thus, evangelism and social responsibility, while distinct from one another, are integrally related in our proclamation of and obedience to the gospel. The partnership is, in reality, a marriage. (Lausanne Occasional Paper [LOP] 21, 1982)
Pauline Reflections
Sometimes we forget that some of the Pauline epistles are among the earliest New Testament writings. Paul wrote many of his letters during his global church planting ministry to strengthen the infant churches and help them overcome obstacles and difficulties. Many groups of disciples were persecuted; others faced growth problems and questions about how to organize ministries and care for believers. Some of the subjects Paul tackles are similar to ones church planters face today. So the Pauline Epistles add clarifications to the pattern we see in the Gospels and Acts. 
Question 1– How important is the church in God’s mind and plan?
Consider the following verses as you think about how important the church is in God’s plan to save and disciple the nations.

·   Ephesians 5:25-25

·   1 Peter 2:9-10

·   Ephesians 3:10, 4:10-13

At the Madras Conference in 1938 Hendrick Kraemer and others wanted to make the church central to God’s mission and made this declaration “The Church is, under God, the hope of the world.” Others like E. Stanley Jones, missionary to India disagreed saying that the church is secondary - only God as seen through Jesus Christ is absolute. What is your opinion?
Question 2 – Who are the major agents in church planting?
In 1 Corinthians 3:6 there are three key agents working to plant the church. Each has a role to play. What are the three roles?

1. Paul is called a _________________________

2. Apollos is called a ______________________

3. And who makes the church grow?__________

Consider the graph below. What are some practical implications and applications of this verse for church planters (what should they do differently because of this truth)? 

	Functions and Spiritual Gifts on a Church Planting Team

	Church Planter  Function 1 Cor. 3:6
	Biblical Examples
	Spiritual Gifts

	Church Foundation-Layer
	Paul, Peter, Barnabas and Epaphras
	Apostolic (cross-cultural gift), Evangelism, Preaching, Leadership, Faith, Encouragement

	Church Waterer/Developer
	Apollos, Timothy and Titus
	Teaching, Administration, Encouragement, Counseling

	Church Planting Assistant
	Priscilla and Aquila
	Evangelism, Helps, Hospitality, Mentoring Encouragement


From: Ott, Craig and Gene Wilson. 2011. Global Church Planting. Biblical Principles and Best Practices. Chapter 15.

Where do you see yourself in this chart? As a foundation layer, waterer or assistant?
Question 3: Did the churches that were planted reproduce themselves?
Consider these examples:

· 1 Thess 1:8 – The spread of the gospel was not dependent on the missionary (Paul) alone. Rather local Christians shared the gospel far and wide.

· Acts 9:31 says “the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. It was strengthened and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers (lit. churches were multiplied), living in the fear of the Lord.”

· Acts 13:49 – Entire regions were impacted by the gospel. Cities can become strategic centers from which the gospel emanates to surrounding areas where additional churches can be planted.

· Acts 19:10, 20 + 1 Cor 16:9 – Paul writes 1 Corinthians from Ephesus where God had opened up a door of opportunity. For this reason Paul remained over two years in Ephesus. From there the Word of the Lord spread with power into the entire region. We know that other churches were planted as a result of this, including the seven churches of Asia Minor named in Revelation 2-3. Churches were also started in Colossae and Hierapolis. 

Reflect & Respond:

Do we see a clear pattern of church multiplication in the New Testament? 

What is the church growth and multiplication is attributed to in these passages?

Can you think of other examples where a New Testament church struggled rather than growing and reproducing?
Do you think that Paul intended to plant base churches from which the gospel would spread to the entire region?   How does Romans 15:18-20 support this opinion?

Question 4: What types of churches should be planted?

Some act as if it is enough to have always more pastors and more churches. However, churches that do not glorify God can actually work against the name of Christ and the glory of God. There are many indicators of health and qualities we would like to see in churches. But the Bible gives a few exceptionally important universal marks of a healthy church. What are they according to the following verses? 
Fulfilling the Great Commission
· Matthew 28:18-20

· Acts 1:8

Obeying the Great Commandment

· Matt. 22:37–40
· 1 John 4:20

Living out the Great Calling
· 1 Peter 2:12

· 2 Corinthians 2: 14-15

These three dimensions—the Great Commission, the Great Commandment and the Great Calling—comprise the fullness of what it means to be the church, the people of God’s choosing, kingdom communities.  Different churches will evidence them in different measure. Yet all must be present and each contributes to the other. (Ott and Wilson 2011 Global Church Planting. Ch 19)
What other biblical qualities should be found in churches that are planted?
Question 5: What s the role of prayer in church planting?
· Ephesians 6:18-20 – How many times is prayer mentioned in this passage? How is prayer related to spiritual battle church planters face? 
· Colossians 4: 12-13  Epaphras was most likely the person who established the churches in Colosse and perhaps Laodicea and Hierapolis. What does Paul say about his prayer life?
· Have you learned to listen to God and receive his instructions like Paul did (1 Cor. 6:8-9)?   

How can you strengthen your prayer life and ministry?
A church planter in Quito, Ecuador made this troubling observation: “While we devote much time, energy and money to rallies and crusades, we have neglected the apostolic method of church growth: prayer and the ministry of the Word” (Mateer, Samuel 1988, “The Missionary’s Ministry Prayer.” Evangelical Missions Quarterly 24, no. 2 (Apr.), p. 146.
Do you agree with this author’s opinion? 

Part III – The INITIAL CHURCH PLANTING PROCESS

This part of the study is based on a training developed in India and other parts of Asia called “The Four Fields” - A Manual for Church Planting Facilitation: Starting and Releasing Healthy Churches, compiled and written by Nathan and Kari Shank, 2007.  It uses the seminal work by Charles Brock (1994) Indigenous Church Planting – A Practical Journey. You will recognize the four elements from our study of the Gospels: The seed, the sower, the Spirit and the soil. Sections in normal type are quotes from the manual; those in italics represent material we have added.
The Church Planting Plan – Mark 4:26-29 

The kingdom of God and the church are inseparable. Wherever the kingdom of God has spread the church has served as its outpost providing follow-up and body life to the newly assembled resources of the harvest. Jesus uses the parable of Mark 4:26-29 to give us a living picture of the church planting process. The illustration borrowed from farming ensures its meaning can be easily translated and understood across cultural differences. In this way Jesus has locked the truths of the kingdom into a form that all peoples in all times can grasp. 

Three powerful resources are needed:

1. The Seed which is the Gospel

2. The Holy Spirit who is the Lord of the Harvest

3. Workers who sow and harvest 

The first two are always available to do God’s Kingdom work. Jesus tells us to pray for the third (Matthew 9:37- 38). 

“Then He said to His disciples, ‘The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray to the Lord of the harvest that He will send out laborers into His harvest.’” 

Recognizing the essential elements for church planting is simply a beginning, putting them into practice demands commitment and discernment of proper timing. The proper organization of each element is also essential. Harvest never comes before sowing. Sowing never precedes entering the field. The timing and order for the implementation of such essentials must be understood and employed if harvest is to be obtained. Once again the process of sowing and reaping offers us all we need to know. Jesus weds the proper use of each element to the growing process and in doing so presents us with a priceless tool. Mark 4 shows us four fields leading to harvest. Understanding these four fields provides the church planter with sign posts for progress as well as a clear vision of the commitment necessary for harvest. 

The following chart from The Four Fields - A Manual for Church Planting Facilitation: Starting and Releasing Healthy Churches, illustrates four stages of church planting. 
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� These five parts were first proposed as a collection within the teaching of Neil Mims. 





� Compiled and Written by: Nathan and Kari Shank, 2007.








