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Chapter 7

Reproducing Disciples
In the last chapter we called disciples the basic building block of new kingdom communities. The main focus of the church-planter must be new disciples, not structure or organization. Church planting success or failure will be directly related to fruitfulness in making new disciples; and effectiveness will be lost when we move from the disciple-making mission to the maintenance mode. Let’s flesh that out together.
The goal in this chapter is to become intentional about making disciples that reproduce.

· The Disciple’s Profile
· The Goal and Process of Discipleship
· The Fruit of Reproducing Disciples 
The Disciple’ Profile - How would I recognize one?
In cold climates, plants need to be protected early spring but they shouldn’t remain in a hot-house. Once they have developed their root system, they can grow outside, exposed to the elements. A support stake is used to handle strong winds and rain until the stem is sturdy enough.

Likewise disciples need special nurture and help during the early development phase. They need to be surrounded in a community of faith and apprenticed by a big brother or sister in Christ. But they need not be isolated from those outside. Rather, with the support of a mentor and a community, they with grow from the challenges of being in the world and learn to live distinctively and witness to those around them. 
Sometimes we fail to develop disciples because we have a false idea of what a disciple is or a hazy idea of what one should look like. When we base our profile of a disciple on anything but the Scriptures, we are in danger of setting the standard too high or too low. What is the profile of a disciple according to Jesus?

The Profile of a Disciple according to Jesus

	Quality, Attitude or Action
	Biblical Basis or Verse
	How is it seen or measured

	Remains in Christ and in His Word
	John 8:31; 15:4–6
	

	Keeps his commandments
	John 15:10,

14; 14:15


	

	Loves Jesus more than anyone else
	Matt. 10:37
	

	Loves others with Jesus’ love
	John 13:35;

15:12, 15:17
	

	Give witness of Jesus
	John 15:27
	

	Denies himself
	Matt.10:24, 38
	

	Accepts opposition
	John 15:20
	

	Exercises trust in Jesus
	John 14:1
	

	Becomes more and more like Jesus
	Luke 6:40
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


 “Jesus’ description reminds us that being a disciple is a life transformation, not simply adopting a new set of doctrinal propositions and religious behaviors. It is a new way of life guided by the Word and the Spirit, motivated by a transformed mind, a grateful heart, and new affections.” (Ott and Wilson 2011 Ch. 11) 

The list below is incomplete. Fill in the graph below adding a way the discipleship trait listed might be seen or measured. What other qualities, attitudes and actions does God expect to be part of the life of any disciple? Add other biblical qualities of disciples with a verse and practice evidence.

Please note! A disciple is not a Christian who is more committed than the average; nor is he or she necessarily a neophyte, as if discipleship were a passing stage. In Acts 14 new believers (vs. 21), young believers (vs. 20), and well established believers (vs. 28) are all called disciples.  Also disciple comes from the Greek word for an apprentice, follower of a rabbi, adherent. So a disciple is more than a student for, what teacher asks his pupil to imitate him, obey him and become like him?  
What is a disciple? Write a biblical definition and support it.
A Biblical Discipleship Pattern 

We believe discipleship should be something intentional. Jesus said: “Go and make disciples…” (Matt 28:18). Sometimes it is presented as a program. There is a plan, a sequence of classes or studies that produce new disciples. Read this quote:
Probably the Christian community within three decades had multiplied four hundredfold which represents an annual increase of 22 percent for more than a generation, and the rate of growth continued remarkably high for 300 years. By the beginning of the fourth century, when Constantine was converted to Christianity, the number of disciples may have reached 10 or 12 million, or roughly a tenth of the total population of the Roman Empire… The early church grew by evangelistic multiplication as witnesses of Christ reproduced their life-style in the lives of those about them. (Coleman 1987, 39-40)
Disciples of Jesus made more disciples in obedience to his command. They did it without the benefit of buildings, books and classes. How did they go about it? Matt. 28:18-20 has part of the answer “baptizing them… and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”
Baptism is the sign of entrance into a relationship to Christ and his spiritual family. Being an active part of a community of faith is one of the first steps of discipleship (See Acts 2-6).
Teaching is instruction in Christ’s work, promises and ways. It occurred in homes and in larger gatherings (See Acts 2:46, 20:20, 1 Cor. 14:26). 
The goal is obedience which leads to life transformation, witness and service (See Acts 8:1-8, 11:19-30).
Loving care is also implied in “making disciples.” Jesus modeled it in his relationship with his disciples when he called them apart to be with him (Mark 3:14). Paul compares himself to a nurturing mother and an engaged father when he describes the way he disciple the Thessalonians (1 Thess. 2:7, 11). 

Too much or too little discipling investment?

Some have said that a church planter cannot mentor individuals but should teach in groups and take care of all his other church planting responsibilities. This creates a false dichotomy. Disciple-making must remain the primary focus in church planting and is a good investment of time as long Jesus’ twin principles of selection and reproduction are maintained. The right people will be discipled and they, in turn, will make other disciples. 

Paul tells the Ephesians elders “Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each one of you night and day with tears.”  The caring (shepherding or mentoring) relationship was lasting, intense, committed, genuine and self-sacrificing.
“So then, just as you have received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in Him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” Colossians 2:6-7

How then are disciples rooted, built up, and strengthened in the faith?

 The Discipleship Process 

Use the preceding verses and following examples to write your own discipleship definition:
a) Discipleship is the process of moving toward Christ and Christ-likeness in every aspect of life 
b) Discipleship is the outworking of Christ’s life in the believer through the work of the Holy Spirit until it transforms every part of life

c) Discipleship is the intentional following of Christ through obedience to his teaching, fellowship in His body, and living witness to His transforming power and love
Write your definition _______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
Now write the key elements of a disciplemaking vision that includes selection, community, teaching, obedience, witness, service, reproduction. Remember it’s more than a program it must be reproducible according to 2 Tim. 2:2.
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
What do you need for this discipleship vision become a reality?

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
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